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from having that feeling of being safe when offenders are all locked up, to one where
we’'re actually safer because we have inmates out of their cells, involved in something
hopeful and productive.” [d. See also id. at 22 (noting widespread recognition that
denying meaningful programming to prisoners results in increased prison violence). The
issue of both inmate and staff safety effects society at large. “More than half of
Americans, 55 percent, are acquainted with someone who has been incarcerated or who
has worked in a correctional facility.” Jd, at 29.

39 STEPHAN & KARBERG, supra note 166, at 9 (“Approximately 34,400 inmate assaults
on other inmates took place in confinement facilities under Federal or State authority
during the annual period ending June 30, 2000."), While the rate of assaults on staff
remained relatively stable, in actual numbers such assaults “rose approximately 27
percent from 14,200 in 1995 to 18,000 in 2000.” Jd; “The number of major
disturbances—incidents involving 5 or more inmates resulting in serious injury or
significant property damage——was nearly twice as high in 2000 (606) as in 1995 (317).”
ld. at 10,

0 CONFRONTING CONFINEMENT, supra note?2, at67 (“One way to address the
environment in a correctional setting is to work with prisoners to change their attitudes
and behaviors. . . . [Clhange is more likely to take root and flourish in purposetul
facilities, where prisoners are engaged in productive activities.”).

21 See, e.g., Second Chance Act of 2003, H.R. 1704, 109th Cong, (2005),

2 Sen. Joseph R. Biden, Jr, Senate Floor Statement (Oct. 27, 2005),
!ﬁx{)t}tp://biden.scnate.gov/newsroomjdemils.cfm?id=249255&& (fast visited Dec. 1, 2006).

0 Id.

¥ CONFRONTING CONFINEMENT, supra note 2, at 49-51. See also ILL-EQUIPPED, supra
note 108, at 9-10 (recommending that Congress reform laws, including Medicaid,
Supplemental Security Income, and Social Security Disability Insurance, which are
currently denied to prisoners).

%5 One role of the Reentry Commission could be to identify and pursue sources of
potential funding as well as to recommend to the governor and legislature instances
where legislative changes on the federal level should be addressed and supported.

266 CONFRONTING CONFINEMENT, supra note 2, at 19-20,
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